NOTES ON INTERVIEW WITH DR PHILIPPE KOURILSKY, EDITOR OF
'RESEARCH IN TMMUNOLOGY ' .
March 29th, 1990.

INSITUT PASTEUR.

About a year ago LES ANNALES DE L'INSTITUT PASTEUR' one

of the most important of the fiﬁe journals produced by the
Pateur Institute changed and became an English language
journal called RESEARCH IN IMMUNOLOGY. There was uproar

in the French sciﬁtific world and in Quebec.

Dr Kourlisky has overcome most of the opposition and is
soldiering on. He i%ided to embark upon the MINTERVIEW (Mucho
interview?) idea because a colleague called Dr Hoffman
suggested it. GCreat debates in science are relatively rare
and it seemed to him (Hoffmaﬁ)that Duesberg/Montagnier would
qualify for this stvle of printed debate on the subject

of AIDS. The rules are that each side is given a finite
number of workds which can be used at their discretion.

A participant can blow the whole lot in one or do one liner

ripostes to draw the other side out.

Montagnier and Duesberg agreed to participate. Duesberg
made the first onslaught. But silence followed. Kourilsky
discovered that Montagnier was too busy to reply so he decided

to print the Duesbeg piece 1N isolation in the next 1ssue.
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However when we met Montagi%ef on March 29th he told us

that he would be answering Duesberg. We passed this news
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on to Dr Kourilsky that weey afternoon and he was very pleased.



Dr K said he had decided to adopt the MINTERVIEW scheme
because he feels that the debate about AIDS is far from
solve%)~£sp601ally in re%tlon to the issue of infectivity.

He said the science surrounding AIDS research is totally
polluted.-fhere is too much publicity surrounding the
personalities involved and too little good scinece. This

is affecting the quality of results which are often mediocre.
He quoted the example of the overenthusiastic predictions
about the transfer of nitrogenase in the field of genetic
engineering. A decade later precious little had happened-

and many red faces.
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Dr Kourilsky telephoned the publishg\oflhis journal while
we were with him and confirmed that the Duesberg piece will

be published in fifteen days' time.

We arranged to return for a filmed interview with Dr Kourilsky
on March 29th at 10.3 pm. He has to be away by 11.30 becausde
he has to chair a session at a conference in another part

of town.



