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S1r—In his March 4 comnmentary, Homen draws atention g

o the inerease of AIDS in women from 7% o 18% af tatal
cases in the USA since 19685 Butr 59% of this increase in
1994 dates only from the expanded elsseification introduced
in 1993," making cases of cancer of the cervix, tuberculosis,
recurment preumaonias, end CD4 counts less than -2 10YL
cligible for classificadon 2z AIDS in women who are
seropositive for HIV. Lo the last three months of 15894, this
expanded classilication alone rased the wotal for women in
New York City by 169%—from 225 1o 606. Cumuladvely,
60% of all females with AIDS in thar city were drug users,
Only 28% were thought 1o have acquired AIDS through
heterosexual transmission, bue closer rmanitoring showed
that all these women repored scx with men with AIDS
(30%); drug wsers (61%); and bisexuals (B%). 12157 [B6%
of 14 121} wemen were black or hispanic. In this g—:m.q:l of
women, sll the other sexvally wansmitied diseases i
mennoned are very common indeed. Tnmm:l:df, only 683
{4-8%) arc aged below 25 years. |
Horon does not mention the most informative, and mos: '
important, measure ol the female dimension of AIDS: the |
frequency in infants. Of abour 5800 cazes in the USA since i

1982, 1391 (24%) were in Mew York Ciry, where
? 114 surveillance again provides daw dificult 10 chuain csewhers,
- Of these, 1391 infans, 2l but 20 soll under investgation
were bom to mothers with AIDS (11%), a1 high sk by
injecting drugs durng pregnancy (54%), oc by being the
partner of @ man ar high risk (27%). The main clinical
frarures were protosoal end bactedal infecdons. 50% of
biahirs were black or hizpanic, and 63% lived in Brookiyn,
the Hromx, or Manbattan. Many more, bom seropositive,

did not get ALRS,
Horton and your corcespondents Murphy and Muleahy
{April 15, p 988) generalise thar ALDS &5 inceeazing faseer in
women than in men. To unply that this 5 50 o all women
denies wo those [ew 2t uniquely high risk the special antention
that they need, while nomng alarm bells evenrwhere for
cnormous numbers of women who are not and need never

be at ozk.?
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